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SUBJECT: PARIS CONEERENCE OF BIG CITY MAYORS 

REF: SAIGON 0996 

DURING HIS VISIT TO THE HAGUE LAST MONTH AMB. DUKE TOLD 
US THAT EVERY TWO YEARS THE MAYORS OE NEW YORK, PARIS, 
LONDON, ROME AND TOKYO MEET TO DISCUSS PROBLEMS OF 
COMMON INTEREST. THE SIZE OF THEIR RESPECTIVE POUPULATIONS 
AND THE MAGNITUDE AND COMPLEXITY OE THEIR PROBLEMS 
PROVIDE THE REASON D'ETRE FOR THESE CONFERENCES. THIS 
YEAR'S MEETING IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE IN PARIS 
STARTING MONDAY, JUNE 9 AND WILL LAST THE WHOLE WEEK. 
AMB. DUKE GAVE NO INDICATION THAT ANY OTHER CITY WOULD 
BE INVITED, AND CERTAINLY HANOI WOULD NOT QUALIFY UNDER 
THE CRITERIA MENTIONED ABOVE. 
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